
PLANTING BASICS 

• Plant grapevines 8 ft. to 10 ft. apart. 

• Do not dig the hole too deep.  It is best for the root ball to sit on undisturbed soil. 

• In clay soils, the top of the root ball should sit just about surrounding grade. 

• In sandy soils, your grapevine can stay at grade. 

• Remove the RootPouch completely from the root ball.  If your plant was recently potted, put the whole 

bag in the planting hole, and then reach down and cut off all of the bag you can reach.  This prevents 

newly growing roots from being excessively disturbed, shocking the plant. 

• Use any excess soil to build a berm around the root ball to hold in water as vine becomes established.  

We recommend top-dressing new fruit-bearers with an inch or so of composted manure, whether from a 

bag or a farm.  Do not mix amendments into the planting hole, as this will make the roots stay in just the 

planting hole and it may take longer for the roots to extend into surrounding soil.  Top-dressing allows 

nutrients to trickle into the root system each time a tree is watered.   

• Mulch with bark or a similar material to retain moisture and root temperature.  Keep the mulch from 

piling on the trunk. 

PRUNING 

• Immediately after planting, cut down to 2 or 4 active buds.  Waiting a few weeks, select the most         

vigorous of these and allow only a single vine to grow upward, removing all others throughout the first 

growing season.  Train the shoot upward, using a stalk or trellis system. 

WATERING 

• The goal when watering your new grapevine is to keep the roots moist, but not too wet.  Between       

waterings allow the ground to become slightly damp without being completely dry, so that air is         

available to the roots.  As many, or more plantings die by drowning from overwatering, as from drought.  

A grapevine’s roots grow out laterally more than they grow down, and they need both air and water.  So 

how do you know how much to water?  Let the soil drain and dry slightly between watering.  Put a finger 

down in the center of the root ball.  If the top of the finger feels dry but the bottom moist (not wet), it’s 

time to water.  Each time you water (or it rains) the soil should be wetted deep rather than shallowly.  

Again, this encourages the roots to grow down. 

PROTECT FROM DAMAGE 

• Rabbits love new tender grape plants!  Protect with fencing or repellants, especially in winter. 

7808 Nebraska Ave, Cashton, WI 54619 

landerson7808@gmail.com 




